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Claudia Carr is known for her ambiguous paintings; the artist works from life but her paintings border on abstraction. 
In this new body of work, the artist has worked from a restricted palette of black, white and yellow ochre, extracting 
as much chromatic activity as possible and exploring the tensions of working within such parameters. They are about 
the interaction of colours, rather than colour itself.  

A long time in production, the act of looking at the same thing for hours on end builds a uniquely intense 
relationship between the observer and the observed. Possibly it is this protracted and intimate engagement that 
pushes the artist’s vision beyond the real.  The vagaries of perception are as much her subject as the objects 
themselves; the slippage between what you see and what is actually there.  

Opened Ground,  the title of the show, is a recognition of the resonance she finds in Seamus Heaney’s poetry. Her 
deep connection with the landscape, both as physical experience and metaphorical motif, plays out through not only 
the objects she paints but in the atmosphere that permeates the paintings. Sitting somewhere between animate and 
inanimate, the otherworldliness of the suspended and weightless forms is heightened by manipulations of scale. We 
are not sure if we are in or above ground, looking through air or water. 
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About Claudia Carr  

Claudia Carr (b.1965) lives and works in London. She studied painting at the Slade School of Art at both BA and MA 
level. Carr exhibits selectively in London and more recently abroad. Shortlisted twice for the John Moores, she has an 
established teaching career at the RCA, the Slade and Heatherleys, Her work featured in Michael Petry’s Nature 
Morte: Contemporary Artists Reinvigorate the Still Life Tradition (Thames & Hudson) and is in a number of private and 
public collections (Paul Smith, Cable & Wireless, Natwest, and UCL). 

About Jessica Carlisle  

Jessica Carlisle (b.1980) is a gallerist, curator, artist representative and art consultant. Her eponymous gallery, in the 
heart of London’s West End, works with an extended network of UK artists. A qualified solicitor, Jessica practiced art 
law before joining the UK’s first artist management company, Artists First Management, working with a number of 
significant YBA’s. She started a gallery programme in 2014, presenting pop-up exhibitions in Knightsbridge and 
hosting private events at home, and in 2016 moved to a space in Marylebone. In addition to the gallery programme, 
Jessica curates and consults for private clients using her in-depth knowledge of and contacts within London’s 
contemporary art scene.  
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Brackish II, Claudia Carr, 2014, oil on canvas, 92 x 113 cm 

Exhibition Details 

4 November - 3 December 2016  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